EL200 Media Lab Rubric


	48
	Excellent
6
	Good
5
	Acceptable
4
	Marginal
3
	Unacceptable
1

	Headline
	Attracts & in-forms, w/ well-chosen words
	Informs with effective, apt word choices
	Uses at least 1 accurate, non-passive verb
	Uses at least 1 relevant verb
	Omits a relevant verb

	Lead
	Grabs, informs with style & efficiency
	Informs w/ no distracting or wasteful words
	Conveys imp't details in brief, useful order
	Some attempt at news lead
	No clear lead; follows essay or TV format

	Nut graf
(par 3 or 4)
	Elegantly shows why it all matters
	Makes the import'nt seem interesting too
	Success at highlighting significance
	Some attempt to note story's significance
	None is evident

	Paragraphs
	1 idea/speaker each; 2-3 short sentences
	Mostly 1 idea each, w/ short sentences
	Good focus, w/  few or no length issues
	Organized but essay-style; need trimming
	Focus and length need more work

	Q’ted Srces
	4+
	3
	2 (excl. self)
	2 (incl. self)
	1 or 0

	Direct Quotations
	All punctuated,
quote-worthy & load-bearing
	Most punct'd
quote-worthy & load-bearing
	Some punct'd
quote-worthy & load-bearing
	Some dry lists, dry figures or redundancy 
	None

	Speaker IDs
	full name 1st x last on others w/ apt details
	full name 1st x last on others w/ imp't details
	full name 1st x last on others
w/ relev't detail
	full names in story; w/ misc or random det'l
	Partial names;  missing imp't details

	Citations
	Opinion,claims  & emotion all carefully cited
	1 uncited gen'l opinion; all others cited
	2 uncited gen'l opinions; all others cited
	Some uncited opinion, claims or emotion
	Unsuccessful attempt to cite as print news

	48
	Excellent
12
	Good
10
	Acceptable
8
	Marginal
6
	Unacceptable
2

	Topic
	Enlightens on solid Setonian achievements
	Thoroughly covers useful Set'n progress
	Informs on usef'l personal efforts at work
	Describes good-faith att'mpt to work
	Does not cover assigned topic

	AP Style
	Perfect
	Few, trivial errors
	Mostly correct
	Frequent errors
	Little evidence 

	Format
	Perfectly built journo inverted  pyramid
	Lead, news, background, details sorted
	Emphasizes news first; the lesser follows
	Chronology or background buries news
	Unsuccessful attempt at inv pyramid

	Quality of Sources
	Authoritative; scrupulously fair selection
	All credible, corroborative, & balanced
	Credible; some seem random or just neutral
	Some evident attempt to find credible s'rces
	Random, unbalanced, or second-hand

	4
	Excellent
+ 4
	Good
+2
	Acceptable
0
	Marginal
-10
	Unacceptable
-25

	Length
	Within 2%
	Within 5%
	Within 10%
	Within 25%
	Not within 25%



