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EL200 Ex 1 (for first-timers)

Instructions:

Start a new word processor file.  As you work through this document, write your answers in your file. Label each answer clearly, so I can find it easily.

There are two parts – Part A (Goals Statement) and Part B (Journalism Basics).

Part A

Review section 4 of the syllabus. (I’ve included the URL below.) Review the five areas that employers told the NACE that they were looking for in new hires, and see the expanded discussion of each era:

http://jerz.setonhill.edu/EL200/2010/08/4_course_objectives/
What do you want to get out of your education, and how can EL200 (and working on The Setonian) help you to reach those goals?  

Write a 300-word essay that demonstrates your understanding of how this course can help you achieve your goals.

· Label this essay Ex 1 Part A, but also add your own title. 

· Make your title informative and creative. (It will be easier to write a good title if you wait until after you’ve written the essay.)

· When writing this essay, be specific.  

· I am not that interested in something vague and general, such as "I can find out what positions are open and think about applying for them." (I already know that.)

· I’d rather see something like "I can apply to be the Setonian photo editor, which will build on the creative and leadership skills that I developed while working on the yearbook staff," which teaches me something that I didn’t know about you.

Part B (EL200 first-timers only… Setonian editors, see me instead.)

This activity will ask you to read a few pages and write several short answers.  My goal is to introduce you to the principles of good journalism. Don’t worry about exactly what “the right answer” is.  I recognize that some of the concepts we’ll be looking at may be very new to you. I’m more interested in seeing evidence of your ability to read, write and think.

1) Introduction to the Hard News Story

At the core of journalism is the hard news story.

Hard news describes stories that are newsworthy chiefly because they are about events that have a significant impact on the lives of many people. Examples might include an outbreak of an infectious disease, the bursting of a downtown water main, a hostage crisis at a local daycare, or an attempted assassination of a dignitary visiting the White House, or a change in the shuttle bus route that will affect readers of The Setonian. 

Before we get into the details of how to write the hard news story, let’s consider the following examples. 

	Sample A
	Sample B 

	Moving to college is a big part of a person’s life. Saying good-bye to parents and friends and starting a new life all on your own can be overwhelming, to say the least. The situation at Seton Hill University is no different, as anyone can tell from the tears and hugs on display in the parking lots and sidewalks on move-in day. But because Seton Hill continues to admit more students than it can possibly house, life in the dorms is getting increasingly crowded, and far more hectic than it should be. Fortunately, relief is on the way. This fall, many graduate students will be moving off-campus, the YMCA building.


	The Greensburg YMCA will house at least 24 students in the fall, thanks to a phone call and the fact that Seton Hill University reached capacity for on-campus lodging.

Robin Anke, Seton Hill associate dean of student services and director of residence life, contacted Rick Nedley, YMCA chief executive officer, about a month ago about housing students.

The building on South Maple Avenue will be called home by 21 Seton Hill graduate assistants -- eight women and 13 men -- and three students from the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg and Triangle Tech in Greensburg.


Ex 1 Part B
Section 1
(Add this answer at the bottom of the page. Keep all your answers in the same file. You have saved your work so far, haven’t you?)

Q 1.1.  Compare Sample A and Sample B (above). What are five important differences?

Q 1.2. Of the differences you noted, which is the most important, and why? 

2) English Essay vs. News Story

Let’s consider some of the differences between the kind of writing you may have done in your English literature classes, and the kind of writing people expect from the news.

	Writing an English Essay  
	News Reporting 

	
Audience: Usually an Instructor
Usually, the reader of an student essay knows more about the subject than the student who wrote it..


	
Audience: The General Reader 

Usually, the reporter knows more about the subject than the general reader.  

	Essays for Your Instructor 

· Your academic goal is to demonstrate how much you know or what you can do.

· Your instructor does not expect you to be an expert. You write as a learner.

· You can trust your instructor to correct your mistakes. Your teacher will read with an expert eye, ready to call your attention to claims that are inaccurate, misleading, or incomplete. 
	Journalism for the General Public 

· A journalist aims to inform the reader.

· The journalist writes from a position of authority. The news is supposed to be a source of verified facts, not just a vehicle for passing along what people are saying. (We will cover the term "verification" later.)

· Readers depend upon you for accuracy. Most will not know when you are wrong, and most will be too busy to double-check your research. (That's why they read your article, to save themselves time and effort.) 

	Personal Perspective 

· In high school, you may have been asked to express your feelings, perhaps by explaining what you would have done if you were in the protagonist's place, or relating a concept to your own life.

· You used phrases like "I think" or "I feel" or "now that I look more closely at it..." in order to tell the story of how you came to your present understanding of a subject or incident.

· Your teacher rewarded you for demonstrating personal involvement with the subject, because students who engage in this manner are generally more likely to learn the subject matter.  
	Objective Perspective 

· Traditional journalists stay out of the story.  No "I" or "me" (and no "this reporter," either). (Reporters have various strategies for writing as an "Invisible Observer.")

· Journalists report the emotions and opinions of the sources they interview --not their own personal feelings. (Traditional news reporting attributes every emotion, opinion, or prediction to a specific, named source -- avoid "some people say" or "it has been said.")

· Journalism investigates each story from the perspective of those who care -- including those whose reasons for caring conflict with each other, or with the journalist's personal values. (If it's not interesting to you, it may be interesting to someone.)



So what does this mean? Read on.

Instead of a thesis or research question, a news article has a lead (sometimes spelled "lede"). Instead of long paragraphs designed to convince professors that you have mastered a subject, a news article has short paragraphs with details carefully chosen to help non-experts understand what they need to know. 

	Writing an English Essay  
	News Reporting 

	Academic Essay 

An essay begins with a question, and builds towards a persuasive answer.  It progresses from uncertainty to certainty, by carefully arranging evidence in order to persuade the reader.

When done well, the academic essay 

1. identifies a specific, complex problem with no clear solution (the "research question") 

2. proposes a non-obvious, debatable answer ("thesis") 

3. examines evidence for and against the thesis, carefully stripping away the impossible and the unlikely, in a well-organized march towards the truth ("argument") 

4. offers and defends a final opinion ("conclusion") emphasizing the significance of the preceding debate and how it supported the thesis.  

Journalists, beware the five-paragraph essay!

The "five-paragraph essay" is often a significant influence on the writing habits of college students. 

News writers have to unlearn the five-paragraph essay, and instead learn the inverted pyramid. (See next column.)
	Inverted Pyramid 
A traditional news story begins with a lead (a micro-summary, in one or two sentences), and continues with a hierarchy of details, from most to least important.  
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· The crucial details are always the news – what happened last night, or this morning, or moments ago. 

· What happened first is part of history – not the news.

· After you’ve covered the crucial details, you can flash back or forward, if the story needs context. 

A hard news story never builds to a climax – it does the exact opposite, giving the ending from the very first line.

Write with the expectation that you will lose half your readers with each paragraph. If your readers need to know it, put it higher in the story. If it’s optional, put it lower (or drop it altogether).

  


The hard news story is not the only kind of journalism. Editorials can end with surprise twists, movie reviews deliberately withhold important plot details, humor columns and personality profiles string the reader along.

But the hard news story is a core news writing genre, and mastering it is the gateway to mastering all the other forms. 

Question 2.1 Keeping in mind the tips handout has covered so far, what advice would you give, if a classmate showed you this writing sample, intending to submit it for a hard news assignment?

Rita Jones, a sophomore at Elizabeth Mount University, copes with stress by baking cookies. When I asked her what kind of cookies she was baking, she laughed and said that her favorite kind is chocolate chip, which makes her okay in my book. “What other kind of cookie is there?” she chuckled. Baking cookies is one way to deal with the stress that comes with midterm exams. But all this changed after the fire burned down Grimley Hall last month. Residence Life Director Marlene Davis announced Friday that the college’s insurance company threatened to drop coverage unless the college agrees to ban cooking in the dorms, or raise dorm fees by $200 per student to pay for extra coverage. So students like Jones may have to find some other way to deal with the stress, unless the Student Government Council is successful at getting Residence Life to change its mind at Tuesday’s board meeting.  

Question 2.2 In the same situation as Q 2.1 above, how would your advice change, if you noticed that your classmate wrote down this quotation from Rita Jones?

I am really sorry Grimley Hall burned down. I said I was sorry on Facebook, even before the fire department arrived. But I wasn’t the only person cooking that night. Dr. Marlene was cooking, too. Here, I’ll get you a different cookie – that one’s burnt. But let me open up a window before I set the fire alarm off again.
3. Characteristics of News Writing
I use the acronym CRAFT (for Clear, Relevant, Accurate, Fair, and Timely) to explain the characteristics of news writing. 

Let’s return to Sample A and Sample B from Section 1, and see how they stack up.

Clear: Sample A starts out with general statements about the life transition that happens when a young person moves away to college. But the end of the paragraph is talking about a change in the housing status of specific group of graduate students, who all went away to college at least four years ago -- so the image of tearful good-byes to parents really doesn’t apply to them. Sample A also has flowery mannerisms such as “to say the least” and “as anyone can tell.” By contrast, Sample B dispenses with that unnecessary fluff, making exactly one point per (very short) paragraph. Passage B is clearer, because it contains no unnecessary words or distracting details.

Relevant: Sample A starts out as an emotional reflection on leaving home. Certainly anyone who has left home can relate to it, but because Sample A says “The situation at Seton Hill is no different,” that means there’s nothing new or noteworthy about the emotional situation. Why would a busy person bother to read it?  Passage B emphasizes a recent change – a bit of good news for anyone whose life is affected by the economic health of downtown Greensburg.
Accurate: Sample A says “many graduate students will be moving off-campus,” but does not say exactly how many.  Sample B is far more accurate, giving an exact number. Sample B says the Y will be housing the students – without making any claims about whether the students initially lived at SHU but then moved out, or whether these are first-time graduate students who’ve never lived at SHU before. (While it may or may not be accurate to say the students “moved off-campus,” it’s certainly accurate to say they’ll be living in the Y this fall. Stick to what you know.)
Fair: Sample A says “Seton Hill continues to admit more students than it can possibly house,” but the phrasing makes it sound like SHU has done something wrong. Of course SHU admits more students than it can house. All schools offer more admissions than they can house. Some students who get offers will turn them down, and some who do accept the offer are planning to commute. The phrasing suggests the reporter disagrees with that policy. Consider also the phrasing “far more hectic than it should be.” It would not be hard to find a student who complained about crowding or noise in the dorms, but you could probably also find a student who loves being part of a bustling community. The problem here is that the reporter isn’t quoting somebody else – the reporter is inserting his or her personal opinion into the story.  Sample B is more fair, because it does not insert the reporter’s opinion.
Timely: Sample A briefly mentions time once – when describing the hugs and tears “on move-in day.”  But when was that? More important, why does something that happened on move-in day have any bearing on the graduate students living at the Y?  Sample B mentions that the change will affect students “in the fall,” and notes that the phone call that got the process started happened “about a month ago.”  The exact dates aren’t that important for this story, but Sample B is more timely because it pins the news to a coming event in the near future, and to a direct cause in the very recent past.
Now, I’m going to ask you to read longer passages.  I’m going to mark certain areas, and I’m going to ask you to write brief responses to those areas. How do they relate to CRAFT? 

You don’t have to write about each of the five areas (C.R.A.F.T.) each time, and I don’t intend you to use each letter exactly once – there are many valid ways you could respond.  Just leave a brief statement that shows your understanding of the CRAFT basics.

	Sample A

	Moving to college is a big part of a person’s life. Saying good-bye to parents and friends and starting a new life all on your own can be overwhelming, to say the least. The situation at Seton Hill University is no different, as anyone can tell from the tears and hugs on display in the parking lots and sidewalks on move-in day. But because Seton Hill continues to admit more students than it can possibly house, life in the dorms is getting increasingly crowded, and far more hectic than it should be. Fortunately, relief is on the way (1). This fall, many graduate students will be moving off-campus, to the YMCA building. 

A figure at the center of this story, and one whose experience is central to understanding its importance, is Rick Nedley. As the chief executive officer of the Greensburg Y, Rick was responsible for finding a way to use some empty space in his building.  For a year, he looked long and hard to find some way to fill that space, but he was unsuccessful. He began to think he’d never find anyone to fill the space (2). He never imagined that a call from Seton Hill would solve his problem so quickly. “Never in my wildest dreams did I think that in one year … we would be full with students,” he practically shouted (3).

Although the graduate students can’t be too happy that they won’t be able to just roll out of bed and into class, both Seton Hill and the YWCA (4) can be happy that we worked together to solve a problem.


Use the CRAFT concepts to evaluate each of these passages. What advice would you give to a classmate who wrote these passages?

Q 3.1 Fortunately, relief is on the way.
(In what area of CRAFT does this passage falls short? Suggest an improvement.) 
Q. 3.2. He began to think he’d never find anyone to fill the space.

Q.3.3. he practically shouted.

Q.3.4. YWCA
(Look carefully at this one!)

	Sample B

	The Greensburg YMCA will house at least 24 students in the fall, thanks to a phone call and the fact that Seton Hill University reached capacity for on-campus lodging.

Robin Anke, Seton Hill associate dean of student services and director of residence life, contacted Rick Nedley, YMCA chief executive officer, about a month ago about housing students.

The building on South Maple Avenue will be called home by 21 Seton Hill graduate assistants -- eight women and 13 men -- and three students from the University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg and Triangle Tech in Greensburg.

"Never in my wildest dreams did I think that in one year ... we would be full with students," Nedley said.

Anke said the move to the YMCA arose, in part, because the university has reached its capacity of 780 students living on campus (5) for the fall semester. Graduate assistants wanted to live off campus. "When both of these issues came to the forefront, we decided to contact the YMCA," Anke said (6).

The YMCA began offering rooms to students in January, but because of a late start in getting the word out to students, and a resulting lack of interest, no rooms were leased.

YMCA officials needed to find a use for the third and fourth floors to recoup revenue lost when the youth shelter that operated on those floors for about 30 years closed in July 2009 because of county and state officials' philosophy change in how to deal with these children (7-8).


Use what we covered in sections 2 and 3 to comment on the good qualities of each passage.
 

Q 3.5. university has reached its capacity of 780 students living on campus 
(why is this good?)
Q. 3.6. Anke said
(why is this good?)
Q.3.7  The main verb for this sentence is “needed.” Who or what did the needing? The sentence refers to additional actions, such as “closing,” “operating,” “losing,” and “changing,” but they are not the main verb.  Who or what performed each of those additional actions?

Q.3.8. Why is “needed” a good choice for the main verb? (Hint – look at the time at which all the other actions mentioned in Q 3.8.  Map them on a timeline, if that helps.)

