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Taking Charge of My Own Learning: My Basic Comp ILP

1) Writing is an important skill for getting through college, and I am glad that there is a class that’s specifically focused to helping me improve in this particular area. I would like to learn how to be persuasive and clear. I would also like to learn time-management strategies so that I don’t leave important papers until the last minute. The presentation on the first day of class, that mentioned the things that employers most want in the employees they hire, showed me how important communication skills are. I’ve always been a better speaker than a writer, but I know that being able to write a good cover letter will help me get an interview. This class will help me to gain those skills and be more marketable when I graduate.

2)   Writing is something that I haven’t thought much about in high school. I always valued my ability to come up with something interesting to say pretty quickly, without using slang. My teachers told me I can express myself well and I have a good vocabulary. I never thought about updating my Facebook status or writing song lyrics as being examples of writing, but I guess those are some kinds of writing that I enjoy.  So I know I can do it.  For me the secret will be to stay motivated.

3) I’ve already learned that writing for college is not what I expected. It’s not enough to avoid making mistakes. After looking at my MyCompLab pretest, I decided I needed to work run-on sentences, coordination, subordination, and comma usage.  I will also work on being more careful to write things I know I can defend.  I learned that if you make a really bold statement, or you use a word like “always” or “never,” you still have to back up that claim with evidence, so you can’t just say anything and say you are entitled to your own opinion. You do get to write your own opinion, but you have to be careful to say things you can actually back up. And you have to stay on topic, because if you write a paragraph about the wrong topic, you aren’t going to get credit.  

4) In order to meet my goals in LA100,  I will:

· Attend every class (unless I have to miss for a game)

· Notify Dr. Jerz at least two weeks in advance when I have to miss class 

· Check my e-mail and the course website at least 24 hours before each class

· Ask Dr. Jerz whenever there is something I don’t understand

· Complete 2-3 MyCompLab exercies each week (starting with the ones on run-on sentences and coordination)

· Keep up with the readings in the SF Writer
· Read my works out loud to myself before I submit them

· Ask  a classmate to review my assignments (and volunteer to review assignments for my classmates) before I submit them

· Visit the Writing Center at least once, before each major paper is due

